
38 SOME EXTREME SKI RUNS

He accompanied us down to Macugnaga, where we had a rapturous welcome
from guides and tourists. We were repeatedly toasted in wine and whisky
when all we wanted was cold water and some food. When the President of
the Club dei 4000 had presented us with badges of membership, the most
strenuous part of our trip was over!

SOME EXAMPLES OF STEEPNESS

600 Wiesbachhorn North-west face
55 0 Sonnblick North face, Pallavicini couloir, Whymper couloir
500 Fuscherkarkopf North face
45 0 Schrankogel North face
300 Course of the attempts on the speed record at Cervinia
160 Katschberg Pass
150 Course of famous down-hill races
100 Furka Pass
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Approach to Miyar Nullah
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28 The approach to the Miyar Nullah From sketch map by D. H. Challis. The
approach to the peak of 20,040 ft east of the Chobia Pass appeared dangerous, but
from a distance this looks an impressive mountain which would make a worthwhile
objective



Three peaks in Chamba-Lahul, 1969
David H. Challis

The Indo-British Himalayan Expedition 1969 had set out to cross two passes
and climb four peaks of just over 20,000 ft, when it assembled its full forces at
Manali towards the end of April. Everybody was full of optimism, and all
felt that with ten members, five from each country, plus four sturdy Sherpas,
there was every chance of success. We had not reckoned with the weather,
however, particularly the freak weather which hit the whole of North-western
India in the early part of the season. Nor had we allowed for the porter situation
at Manali, while lastly, if the truth be known, we were a bit blase about 'mere
twenty-thousanders'. We tended to forget that our four objectives would
require three Base Camps separated by at least a day's march, and in each
case involving descent to a main valley.

Approach to Udaipur

From the road head at Rahla, about ten miles beyond Manali, delay followed
delay. The 13,000 ft Rohtang Pass became a major obstacle after bad weather
set in with heavy snowfall on 26 April. Local porters refused to work, and, as
the inclement weather did not abate, their demands increased to the point
where they were ridiculous. We reduced our loads as much as possible, but
the whole expedition would still require at least sixty porters to get over the
pass, and the largest group that we had seen up to that stage was thirty!

29 Baihali Jot, 20,602 ft (left) and Duphao Jot, 20,OII ft (right) from Base Camp in
the Ur Gad. This and following photos: expedition photos
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On 4 Mayan advance party of five members, two Sherpas and thirteen hard
won porters crossed the Rohtang, and descended into the Chandra valley.
Meanwhile the rest of us tried to recruit the necessary remaining porters,
but it was not until 8 May that we were able to cross with the rest of our food
and equipment, and none of us was sure, until we actually sawall the loads at
Khoksar on the far side, whether we were going to get everything over.

There followed four days of trekking down the valley, with some transport
very kindly provided by the Border Roads Organisation to ease the first few
miles of road where it was clear. Each day had its share of rain, and then snow,
while the track was in appalling condition in places, owing to continuous
landslides. On 12 May the main party arrived at Udaipur Rest House at the
confluence of the Chandra-Bhaga with the Miyar nullah, just as the clouds
were clearing to reveal a fairyland of snow-draped pine trees, with seemingly
infinite white peaks drifting above a sea of vapour as the landscape steamed in
the new-born sun.

Ascents of Duphao Jot ( 20,011 ft) and Baihali Jot (20,602 ft)

After further delays due to bad weather, Base Camp was established on 17
May up the Ur Gad on a moraine near the glacier at just over 13,000 ft. More
new snow fell on 18-19 May and trojan work was done by both the Duphao
and Baihali groups in establishing their respective Advance Bases at 15,000 ft
by 21 and 23 May. During this period the 'mere twenty-thousanders' showed
their teeth in terms of route-finding, and avalanches were common, constituting
a considerable hazard with fresh snow. And even now, after ten days, there was
still 5000 ft to go.

The Duphao Jot party, led by Nick Allen with Pranesh Chakraborty, Alan
Smith, Ramdas Prabhu and Sherpa Pasang Lakpa, reconnoitred a tricky route
to the right of the ice-fall to their Camp 1 on 23 May, and moved in on the
following day. Rising at 2am on the 25th, the party left camp at four, and
commenced what was to prove a long and arduous ascent. They climbed in
worsening snow conditions towards the colon the right of their peak, where
they arrived at about mid-day. Pasang did much of the hard work of leading
over this section, but after lunch at the col Nick Allen took over, and pressed
on up the long summit ridge covered in soft powder snow. At last, after
another four hours' grind, relieved only in the last few hundred feet where the
very narrow corniced ridge offered considerable technical interest, the party
reached the top of Duphao Jot (20,OII ft) at 4.3opm. The first peak of the
expedition had been climbed after a whole month of delays.
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Descent was as rapid as the terrain would allow, but was still completed in
moonlight, and the party reached the end of their seventeen-hour day by
successfully establishing radio contact with the Baihali Jot group at nine in the
evening, and announcing their success. They spent the next day in sleeping
the sleep of the just, and then returned to Udaipur on 28 May.

Meanwhile, on the 26th the Baihali party established their Camp 1 above and
to the left of the ice-fall, after an abortive attempt to climb the main ridge
flanking the glacier two days earlier. At five o'clock the next morning they left
the camp, and struck upwards, forcing a route up the 2000 ft headwall of the
cwm above. The snow was high-angled and as soft as for the other group,
with the result that Major Bahuguna and Martin Sinker had a hard time of it
leading the rest of the party, which consisted of Captain Sharma, Randall
Williams and Sherpa Chinsing. The summit was reached at one o'clock after
a hard push up the final ridge. Photographs were taken, and the flags of their
respective nations planted in the snow. Baihali Jot (20,602 ft) had been scaled,
and the second objective realised. Careful descent brought the five men
safely back to their camp by 7pm, though not completely without a slip!
The entire mountain was evacuated during the ensuing two days, and every
body reunited at Udaipur.

Reconnaissances of Menthosa (21,140 ft) and Phabrang (20,250 ft); and
ascent ofPeak 18,977 ft

Concurrently with the successful assaults on Baihali and Duphao, the remaining
two members of the expedition (myself and Captain Khullar), were engaged
in the preliminary reconnaissance of Menthosa and Phabrang, the other
two mountains in which we were interested. We left Udaipur on 16 May, and
headed up the Miyar nullah for twelve miles to Karpat, where we were able
to establish a temporary base in the local village hall.

Accompanied by Sherpa Nima Dorje and five porters, we then continued to
Urgus, and from there up the Urgus nullah to a fair Base Camp site below
Menthosa, which presented a magnificent face of rock topped with a layer of
ice, like a gigantic slice of Christmas cake set at an angle. The ridge which
was the top of the icing was our proposed route, and looked quite feasible. We
retired to bed in high spirits ready to make an early start for the col below
the ridge in the morning, and get a closer look.

At four in the morning it was snowing, and by mid-afternoon heavy snow had
set in. We lay in the tent, and watched it. The morning of the 19th dawned,



30 Miyar Nullah Himalaya: activities of the I969 expedition Map supplied by D. H.
Challis

and we were under 2 ft of fresh powdery whiteness, while yet more flakes
swirled out of the mist. The porters' tent was down, and slug-like movements
under the canvas were the only indications of life. Descent was the only
sensible procedure, as more time spent on Menthosa when we had more or less
seen the route and still had Phabrang to look at, would have been unjustified
in the circumstances. Midday saw us plodding through 9 ins of fresh snow even
down at Urgus, as we returned to the haven of the village hall at Karpat.

A day's rest, and then a recce up the Karpat nullah followed for the Captain
and myself, while Nima Dorje and the porters returned to Udaipur to collect
more stores plus sufficient equipment for us to put up a Base Camp, and
perhaps higher camps, with the possibility of the summit if terrain permitted.
On 22 May we established a base in snow-holes on the moraine a little below the
glacier at 13,500 ft. Indifferent weather on the next day, coupled with unhappy
porters, led to inactivity, and dismissal ofthe porters who returned to Udaipur,
glad to be out of it.

Clear weather on the following day enabled Nima Dorje and myself to break
the trail to the glacier, and put a dump of stores in a tent at about 15,000 ft.
Captain Khullar was not well. However, the next morning we all three moved
up with full loads, and were able to go on to the col below the final impressive
summit massif of Phabrang. Camp I was pitched on this col at 17,500 ft
shortly after midday.



3 I Baihali Jot from Advanced
Base Camp showing the ice
fall. The route to Duphao Jot
broke through the rocks to
the right

From here it was very evident that for a party of three, equipped as we were
for reconnaissance only, an attempt on the 2000 ft ice-face above us was out of
the question. Our recce was complete, two camps were on the mountain, and,
with the weather as bad as it had been, we anticipated the delay of our friends
on Baihali Jot, and decided to return to Udaipur ready for a full assault on
Menthosa and Phabrang at the beginning of June. However, our position
offered an easy but attractive ascent of an unnamed summit of 18,977 ft
on the opposite side of the col to Phabrang. We left camp at about sam on
26 May, and had a delightful unroped Himalayan scramble to reach the
summit at about nine. It afforded superb views of the surrounding peaks, with
Menthosa dominating the scene on the other side of the Miyar nullah. We
descended to Camp I, and then in stages the same day down to Karpat, where
we collapsed. The next day we were in Udaipur, and as May drew to a close
the expedition licked its wounds, and celebrated in the Rest House. At this
point Randall Williams had to return to England for his job.

Main party's attempts on Menthosa and Phabrang

The last phase lay ahead. Three peaks up, two to go, and the sun shining out
of a cloudless sky. Tired though everybody was from their mountain battles,
spirits were high, and 1 June saw everybody at Karpat. Next day five members
and two Sherpas left for Base Camp on Phabrang, while the other four and two

4



32 Unclimbed peak I8,667 ftfrom Camp I on Baihali Jot

33 Menthosa, ZI,140 ft The highest point is the snow peak approached by the
right-hand skyline; the expedition reached a point about 500 ft from this.
Camp I was below the little rocky knoll at the lowest visible part of ridge.
Camp 2 was on the plateau immediately behind the cloud patch
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Sherpas established a Base Camp at about 12,500 ft on the route to the Urgus
Pass, the col below Menthosa.

At this stage the weather had become the critical factor, as we only had ten
days befor~ we had to be ready for the march-out over the Chobia Pass.
On the evening of 2 June our local radio station started talking about cloudy
weather again, and, sure enough, there followed two days of intermittent rain
and snow. The situation was very much in the balance, and to make matters
less certain still, we were an expedition of tired men suffering the aftermath of
our earlier efforts.

The Phabrang party under Captain Khullar moved laboriously up to the col
camp in two stag~s, staying the night at the 15,000 ft dump camp. On 5 June
the weather was clear again, and two ropes of three moved on to the face at
faur in the morning. Martin Sinker and Nick Allen led up the steep snow-ice
in turn, cutting many steps, and by 9.3oam the party had reached 19,000 ft
just below the right-hand bounding ridge of the ice face. Wind on the ridge
combined with a serious situation-the condition and composition of the
party plus the distance still to go to the summit even if the face was scaled
dictated retreat, and the party turned for home. Despite excellent weather
the next day, no one felt in a fit condition for a second attempt, so reluctantly
the mountain was abandoned, the party reaching Udaipur again on 7 June.
The successful ascent of the mountain from this side will be an achievement
indeed by whoever is in the fortunate summit team.

At the Menthosa Base Camp Major Bahuguna and I felt that little was to be
gained by placing a higher camp in questionable weather if it could possibly
be avoided, so we husbanded our energies and stores of fuel by staying put
far the two days of bad weather. On the day of the assault on Phabrang we made
a;J early start, putting Camp I at just over 16,000 ft on the Urgus Pass. It was
cold and cloudy in the afternoon with a biting wind which lasted into the early
morning, but a clear dawn saw us struggling upwards under heavy packs, and
at two o'clock in the afternoon Camp 2 was established at 19,000 ft. The
weather was superb, and we sat in the sun for the afternoon drinking in the
magnificent scenery around us.

Dawn brought a chill breeze, and gathering clouds on the horizon. It was
a slow start, but we got under way by six o'clock, and aimed for the left-hand
skyline ridge which led to a point just below the summit, where there was a
little ice-wall which appeared to be turnable on the left. An alternative route
would have been the right-hand skyline, but it appeared considerably steeper,
and seemed to offer more minor obstacles. By 10.3oam I had led up the main



34 Phabrang, 2o,250jt (right)from Karpat

part of the ridge, which afforded delightful exposed climbing on the top edge,
as it were, of the cake icing, with a steep snow-slope dropping to the left, soon
to give way to the rocky verticality of the cake below. Unfortunately the
clouds were boiling upwards from the valley, and the spectacular view of the
chaotic glacier 5000 ft below was not ours to behold.

Alan Smith took over the lead as far as the ice-wall itself, and then Sherpa
Chinsing attempted a route to its right, which in the event looked the most
feasible. He was turned back by unstable soft snow at a high angle, over a
crevasse of uncertain proportions. It also appeared that more fixed rope would
have been required than we had with us. Sherpa Nima Tensing, Major
Bahuguna and myself then all attempted in turn a route up the lowest part of
the ice-wall on the left, but were driven back finally when a large chunk of
ice flaked off with a piton on it. By this time it was I.30pm, and the clouds were
about us, disgorging a steady stream of snow. Further attempts at this stage
were obviously unwise, and we reluctantly descended to Camp 2 in falling
snow all the way.

Three of us determined to try the right-hand skyline in the morning if humanly
possible, while the others went down, but the weather yet again turned against
us, and our time had run out. In addition our energies were running low, and
I was distinctly unwell during our descent to Urgus later that day. A somewhat
browbeaten Menthosa party reached Udaipur on the afternoon of 9 June,
having reached a height of 20,600 ft, a mere 500 ft below the summit. Future
mountaineers are advised to take the right-hand skyline!
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Thus, we trudged wearily down the last few thousand feet into the idyllic
meadows below the Chobia Pass, measuring our mountaineering success in
terms of three peaks and two passes, all of which represented struggles out of
proportion to their real size. But perhaps more important, we had achieved
an experiment in international living on completely equal terms and in rigorous
circumstances, which was undoubtedly a resounding success: I hope this is
merely a prelude to others.

SUMMARY Chamba Lahul, Miyar Nullah Himalaya. Indo-British Himalayan
Expedition, 1969. Members: Dr Nicholas J. Allen, Major H. V. Bahuguna
(leader), Pranesh Chakraborty, D. H. Challis (British co-leader), Capt D. K.
Khullar, Radmas Prabhu, Capt A. L. Sharma, Martin R. Sinker, Alan J. Smith,
Randall Williams. Sherpas: Chinsing, Nima Dorje, Pasang Lakpa, Nima
Tensing.
Duphao Jot, 20,011 ft, first ascent, by South face and East ridge, 25 May 1969.
Allen, Chakraborty, Prabhu, Smith; Pasang Lakpa.
Baihali Jot, 20,602 ft, first ascent, by South-east face and West ridge, 27 May
1969. Bahuguna, Sharma, Sinker, Williams; Chinsing.
Peak 18,977 ft, first ascent, by South ridge, 26 May 1969. Challis, Khullar;
Nima Dorje.

35 Peak I8,977 ftfrom Karpat glacier, climbed by the right-hand
skyline ridge
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